St George & St Martin Catholic
Academy

All of the children have settled very well into their new classes. You should Defibrillator Fundraising
have received a class newsletter giving you specific information about your We are well on the way to raising our target of £2500 to purchase a
child’s class. If you have not received one, please see your child’s classteacher. defibrillator for our school, parish and community. So far we have raised
£1,848 this includes our non-uniform day last term, our sweet pots returned.
School Priorities
We are constantly trying to improve our school. This year, we are focusing on We have our staff team taking part in the Potters ‘Arf on Sunday and you can
the following areas to help us get better:
still donate by either going to the Just Giving page, sending in cash or going on

Catholic life of the school – we will be introduced RE Champions in to Scopay.
Year 6, all classes have their own class Saint and we will continue to Crowdfunding to purchase a defibrillator for our school, parish and community
to use. on JustGiving
support local, national and international charities

Develop language across the school, so that children can speak, read
Active Families Workshop
and write clearly using a wide range of vocabulary.
You may remember that we ran an Active Families workshop in previous years.

Develop the children’s thinking skills so that they can become more We are pleased to announce that we will again be running this on Friday 15th
independent learners.
October for both parents and children from across the school. Mr Sigley will be

A strong focus on attendance and punctuality, so that children are in running the workshops along with Miss Arnold. This is a great opportunity to
come along and find out about the different games you can play with your child
school and learning.

Ensure we have a wide range of extra-curricular clubs, attended by to increase exercise, as well as find out about local clubs in the area. We’d love
for you to come along and join in the fun with your child. A separate letter will
most children.
be sent next week.

Promote a healthy, active lifestyle



Work closely with parents in all classes to allow children to meet their Baby and Toddler Group
full potential.
We are so pleased that we are able to restart our baby and toddler group. It
will start on Monday 27th September from 2 – 3pm and will run each Monday.
Uniform reminders
This group is open to all babies and toddlers and is a great opportunity for you
The children have returned to school looking very smart. I would like to remind to get to know our school, our staff and meet other families. Please come
parents of some parts of our uniform policy:
along and spread the word.

All jumpers and cardigans MUST have the school badge on. These can
be purchased through Scopay. Please ensure all jumpers and Parent Governor
cardigans have a school badge on by half term. Any child with a Mr Bould’s term of office as parent governor is due to end shortly. If you are
cardigan or jumper without a badge will be asked to remove the interested in becoming a parent governor, please contact Mrs Farmer to
cardigan or jumper during school. If there are any issues, please see discuss this further.
me.

Girls should wear either grey tights, or white socks. Grey socks are not Safeguarding
allowed.
You can find our Safeguarding policy on the school website.

Boys should wear grey trousers, not black
Parents should be aware that children are not supervised before school until

The only jewellery allowed are a pair of stud ear-rings and a watch.
the bell goes at 8:45am and children enter the school buildings. There are

There should be no shaved haircuts, including patterns.
some children being dropped off before this time and are left unattended. As
the mornings are getting darker, it is unsafe for children to be on the

All long hair should be tied up.
playground on their own. Therefore, any child left before 8:45am unattended
will be taken into Breakfast Club and parents will be charged at the end of the
School Fund
Each family is asked to contribute £10 per year to the School Fund. This money week. If parents need to drop their children off early, Breakfast Club operates
is used for a variety of things including subsidising trips, visitors and themed from 7:45am and costs £2.50 per session, which includes breakfast of cereal,
weeks. School Fund money is very important as without it school trips would toast and juice. If a member of staff is on the playground, children are allowed
be much more expensive to go on and the children would miss out a number of to be left.
experiences.
Please collect your child at the correct time. School finishes at 3:15pm and
most clubs at 4:15pm. If you are running late for any reason, please contact
Snacks
the school office. Any children not collected on time will be taken into the
What is allowed:
After-school club and a charge will be made.
Fresh fruit
Dried fruit
It is very important that the school have the correct medical information for
Buttered toast
your child. Should your child be diagnosed with a condition e.g. asthma or no
Cheese oatcake
longer has a condition e.g. no longer needs an inhaler, please let the school
Please don’t send anything else in, as your child will be asked to put it back in office know so that schools records can be updated.
their bag.
Parents are advised that school policy is that children must carry their inhalers
at all times. If they have left their inhaler at home, children will not be able to
Prospective Nursery meeting
On Monday 22nd November at 2pm, and Thursday 25th November at 9:15am, take part in PE lessons or school visits. Please ensure your child has their
we will be holding sessions for parents who may be considering St George and inhaler in school every day.
St Martin for their child due to start Nursery in September 2022. All are
welcome to attend, so if you know of anyone who may be thinking about our
school, please let them know these dates. Many thanks.

Harvest – Thursday 14th October at 9:15am
As in previous years, each class will be involved in the celebration in church. Classes will sing, recite poetry and play instruments to illustrate
God’s wonderful world.
We would love for you to come along and join in our celebration. All adults must wear a face mask in church, in line with our church’s risk
assessment.
We will be using our celebration to help local people. We ask that each family brings an item of food to be donated to the Stoke Foodbank.
Items of food that could be brought in include:
UHT milk
Sugar (500g)
Pasta sauces
Sponge puddings (tinned)
Cereal (small packs)
Rice pudding (tinned)
Tinned potato/instant mash
Tinned meat
Tinned vegetables
Vegetarian option
Jam
Biscuits or snack bars

Soup
Tomatoes (tinned)
Tea bags/instant coffee
Tinned fish
Fruit (tinned)
‘Free from’ items

Please note, as this is a Church service, no photos or videos must be taken.
We look forward to seeing you at our celebration, and I would like to thank you in advance for your donations.

This year we have introduced class Saints. You should know your child’s class Saint as this was shared on the class newsletter. Here is a list of
our class Saints::








Nursery

The Holy Family

Reception

St Joseph the Worker

Year 1

St Teresa of Calcutta

Year 2

St Francis of Assisi

Year 3

St Oscar Romero

Year 4

Blessed Carlo Acutis

Year 5

St Vincent de Paul

Year 6

St Maximillian Kolbe

Please only park where it is safe. Do not park or drop children off on the zig zag lines or double yellow lines.
Dogs are not allowed on the school premises.
Any child that arrives late for school must be signed in at the School Office.
Dinner money should be paid on a Monday for that week. The cost of a school dinner is £13 per week (£10.75 for Nursery). Children
can only move on to or off school dinners at the beginning of each half term.
Please be aware that children cannot do any PE lessons or swimming lessons in ear-rings. Plasters cannot be used to cover up ear-rings.
Therefore, if children have their ears pierced they will be unable to do PE lessons or swimming for 6 weeks.
If your contact details or emergency contact details change, please let the school office know immediately. It is important that we can
always contact you in the event of your child becoming ill or in an emergency.

Saturday 25th September
12pm First Holy Communion
Monday 27th September
2 – 3pm Baby group starts
Tuesday 28th September
1 – 3pm Y3 and 4 Sports Festival for 14 children at Northwood Stadium
Thursday 30th September
1 – 3pm Y5 and 6 Sports Festival for 14 children at Northwood Stadium
Friday 1st October
9am Music Share concert at St Margaret Ward for Y6 (details to follow)
4 – 5pm Y3 and 4 Collegiate football tournament at Dimensions
Tuesday 5th October
Fitness day – children should wear their own sports clothes
Friday 8th October
Individual photos
Thursday 14th October
Food bank collection
9:15am Whole school Harvest Festival (all welcome, but adults must wear face masks when attending)
7pm Combined Schools Mass – details to follow
Friday 15th October
1:30 – 3pm Active families workshop – letter to follow
Wednesday 20th October
Last swimming for Y2 and Y6
Friday 22nd October
Treat day
9:15am Year 6 assembly (2 Y6 parents welcome to attend)
3:15pm School closes for half term
Monday 1st November
INSET day – school closed to children
Tuesday 2nd November
9am School reopens
Wednesday 3rd November
Flu vaccination Reception to Y6
Swimming starts for Y1 and Y4. Children will go swimming for 1 hour per week for 5 weeks
6pm Sacraments meeting for children and their parents in Year 3
Friday 5th November
9:15am Year 5 assembly (2 Y5 parents welcome to attend)
Wednesday 10th November
3:30 – 5:30pm Parents’ Evening
3:30 – 4:30 Year 5 and 6 Collegiate basketball tournament at St Margaret Ward
Thursday 11th November
St Martin’s Day
9:15am Whole school Mass (all welcome, but adults must wear face masks when attending)
5 – 7:30pm Parents’ Evening
Friday 12th November
9:15am Year 4 assembly (2 Y4 parents welcome to attend)
4 – 5pm Year 3 and 4 Collegiate handball tournament at Dimensions
Monday 15th November – Friday 19th November
Health Week
Thursday 18th November
9:15am Whole school Mass (all welcome, but adults must wear face masks when attending)
Friday 19th November
9:15am Year 3 assembly (2 Y3 parents welcome to attend)
Sunday 21st November
9:30am Mass for Y3 children to enrol on the Sacramental Programme
Monday 22nd November
2 – 3pm Meeting for prospective Nursery parents September 2022
Thursday 25th November
9:15 – 10:15 Meeting for prospective Nursery parents September 2022

Friday 26th November
9:15am Year 2 assembly (2 Y2 parents welcome to attend)
Monday 29th November
Last week of clubs
Wednesday 1st December
Last swimming for Y1 and Y4
Thursday 2nd December
10:30am Confessions for Y4 – 6
Friday 3rd December
9:15am Year 1 assembly (2 Y1 parents welcome to attend)
Monday 6th December
Possible KS2 concerts during this week – details to follow
Wednesday 8th December
10:30am Confessions for Y4 – 6
Tuesday 14th December
Christmas Eve – children to come to school in pyjamas
Wednesday 15th December
Christmas Day
2:15pm Nativity Service in church led by Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y2
Thursday 16th December
New Year’s Eve
1:15pm Class parties
Friday 17th December
New Year’s Day
Treat Day and Toy Day
3:15pm School closes

Prayer to the Guardian Angel
Angel of God,
my guardian dear,
to whom God's love
commits me here,
ever this day be at my side,
to light and guard,
to rule and guide.
Amen.
Brass Lessons
We are now able to offer brass lessons to Key Stage 2 children. If your child is interested in playing a brass instrument, either cornet, trumpet or trombone,
please contact the school office. The cost of instrument tuition is £45 per term.
Photographs
Individual and sibling photographs will take place on Friday 8th October. All children will have an individual photograph and a photograph with their sibling.
Photographs of children with siblings not in school will start at 8:30am in the Community Room.
Fitness Day – Tuesday 5th October
After a great Summer of sport with the Euros, Olympics, Paralympics and Emma Radacanu’s win at the US Open, we will be celebrating our own fitness day on
Tuesday 5th October. Children should come to school in their own sportswear (can also come in school PE kit) and must wear trainers. The children will take
part in a variety of activities and will learn about their class Olympian or Paralympian.

Thank you so much for your continued support.
Yours sincerely
D. Farmer
Mrs. D. Farmer

Principal

