St George & St Martin Catholic
Academy

Season of Advent
This weekend we enter the season of Advent. Advent is the start of the Church’s
year and is the time that we prepare for
the coming of Jesus at Christmas. During
Advent we reflect on how we can prepare
our hearts and our homes for Jesus’s birth.
We will be having Advent liturgies during
the next 3 weeks with the children.

S.F.C. News
Thank you to everyone who continues to support our School
Fundraising Community.
There will be a Christmas raffle at each of the concerts on Tuesday
7th, Wednesday 8th, Thursday 9th and Friday 10th December, £1 per
strip.

The Christmas shop will take place on Monday, 6th December and
Tuesday, 7th December in the afternoons. The children will have the
Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day
opportunity to buy small presents for their loved ones. Gifts range
On Friday 10th December, we will be having a Christmas Jumper Day from £1.00—£3.50.
to support ‘Save the Children’. We are asking all children to wear a
Christmas jumper and to donate a minimum £1 on Scopay or to School calendars will be on sale from Monday, 7th December to
bring in cash.
Friday, 17th December. Only £3.50 each. Order form attached.
‘Save the Children’ will use the money raised to support children at
home and around the world. As a Catholic school, our mission is to
always help others, at home and abroad. By donating £1, we can
raise almost £250.
Caritas
We will be raising money for our chosen Collegiate charity, Caritas
this half term. We will be holding a non-uniform day on Monday
29th November and families will be asked to make a minimum
donation of £1, either on Scopay or with cash.
Caritas Internationalis is confederation of over 160 members who
are working at the grassroots in almost every country of the
world. When a crisis hits, Caritas is already on the ground. The
diverse members give us our strength – from small groups of
volunteers to some of the biggest global charities. Inspired by
Catholic faith, Caritas is the helping hand of the Church – reaching
out to the poor,
vulnerable and excluded, regardless of race or
religion, to build a world based on justice and fraternal love.
Open Nights
Thank you to everyone who came along to see their child’s
classteacher on 10th or 11th November. If you haven’t managed to
see your child’s classteacher, please make an appointment to
discuss your child’s progress.
Gritting policy
Now the colder months are approaching, please be aware of the
school’s gritting policy. It is impossible to grit the whole of the
playground, so should there be snow or icy conditions a path will be
gritted from the pedestrian gate to the hall doors, with paths going
to each door in the Key Stage 1 building and to the Key Stage 2
building. There will also be a path from the back door in the Key
Stage 1 building to the Key Stage 2 door. Please ensure that you and
your children stick to these paths.

Nativity Service
There will be a Nativity service on
Wednesday 15th December at 2:15pm in
church. Key Stage 1 and Early Years
Foundation Stage children will be
leading this service and will be telling
the story of Jesus’ birth through drama,
readings and songs. Families are most
welcome to join us. No photographs or
videos can be taken in church and all
adults (and any children 11 or over)
must wear a face covering.
To reduce the number of people in church, our Key Stage 2 children
will see the Nativity service at a different time and so will not be in
church on Wednesday 15th December.
All of these plans are of course still dependent on any restrictions
that come in to place, but I will keep you updated of any changes.

Children in Need
Thank you so much to everyone who donated to Children
in Need through buying the badges and bracelets. We
raised £346.95!!!
Sad News
It is with great sadness that I write to let you know that our lovely
Mr Viggars died on Saturday 20th November at the age of 89.

In the event that school has to close because of snow or poor Mr Viggars had been a part of the SGSM family for over 50 years.
weather conditions, a text message will be sent and Over that time he took part in countless hymn practices, harvest
announcements will be made on local radio.
services, Nativity services, Mother’s Day services and Easter bonnet
parades.

Monday 29th November
Last week of clubs (except St. Margaret Ward clubs)
School Places
Non-uniform day for Caritas
We have places in the following classes:
Tuesday 30th November
Nursery (for Nursery age children, not Rising
Year 1 visit Ford Green Hall
3s) = 2
Reception—1
Wednesday 1st December
Year 1— 12
Last swimming for Y1 and Y4
nd
Year 2—1
Thursday 2 December
Year 6 –1
9:15am Whole school Mass – all welcome, please wear a face covering
10:30am Confessions for Y4 – 6
If you know of any families requiring places in
Friday 3rd December
any of these classes, please ask them to get in
Nursery and Reception visit to Amerton Farm
touch.
9:15am Year 1 assembly (2 Y1 parents welcome to attend)
Monday 6th December
Christmas shop
Tuesday 7th December
9:15am Year 3 Christmas concert – 4 places available for each Y3 child
Wednesday 8th December
9:15am Year 4 Christmas concert – 4 places available for each Y4 child
10:30am Confessions for Y4 – 6
Christmas shop
Thursday 9th December
9:15am Year 5 Christmas concert – 4 places available for each Y5 child
Friday 10th December
9:15am Year 6 Christmas concert – 4 places available for each Y6 child
Christmas jumper day
Monday 13th December
1:30 – 2:30 Workshop for children in Year 5 about anxiety
Tuesday 14th December
Christmas Eve – children to come to school in pyjamas
Wednesday 15th December
Christmas Day
Christmas dinner – please return attached form to order a dinner if your child normally has sandwiches
2:15pm Nativity Service in church led by Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y2 – all welcome, face covering to be worn
Thursday 16th December
New Year’s Eve
1:15pm Class parties – please pay £1 on Scopay to cover party costs
Friday 17th December
New Year’s Day
Treat Day and Toy Day – please send a small treat to eat, and no electronics are allowed in school
3:15pm School closes

As we reach the end of this term, please ensure your child returns next term with correct uniform.



All jumpers and cardigans MUST have the school badge on. These can be purchased through scopay. Please ensure all jumpers and
cardigans have a school badge on by half term.



Girls should wear either grey tights, or white socks. Grey socks are not allowed.



Boys should wear grey trousers, not black.



Black shoes should be worn. NO BOOTS OR TRAINERS



Outdoor PE kit is navy or burgundy joggers and jumper/hoodie.



Indoor PE kit is light blue polo shirt and burgundy shorts



There should be no shaved haircuts, including patterns.



All long hair should be tied up.



Make-up should not be worn and nails should not be painted.

Supervision in the morning
Please ensure you do not leave your child on
the playground in the mornings, unless a
member of staff is present. There is normally
a member of staff on the playground from
approximately 8:40am.

Please also ensure all uniform is labelled. It is impossible to find jumpers and cardigans when there are no names on them.

This month our Key Stage 1 and Foundation Stage children will be learning Hail Mary

This month our Key Stage 2 children will be learning The Magnificat
The Magnificat
My soul glorifies the Lord,
My spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.
He looks on his servant in her lowliness;
Henceforth all generations will call me blessed.
The Almighty works marvels for me.
Holy his name!
His mercy is from age to age,
on those who fear him.
He puts forth his arm in strength
And scatters the proud hearted.
He casts the mighty from their thrones
And raises the lowly.
He fills the starving with good things,
Sends the rich away empty.
He protects Israel, his servant,
remembering his mercy,
the mercy promised to our fathers,
to Abraham and his sons for ever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

We will be having our very own Christmas week in school during the last week of term. All of the children will be involved in Christmas activities
including making Christmas cards, writing letters to Santa, making Christmas stockings, singing Christmas carols and much more.
We will be holding our very own Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Boxing Day.
On ‘Christmas Eve’ (Tuesday 14th December), the children are asked to come in their pyjamas ready to ‘go to bed’. Hopefully, on Christmas Eve
after we’ve left out carrots, mince pies and milk, and hung our stockings up, Santa will visit.
We’re hoping that on ‘Christmas Day’ (Wednesday 15th December) Santa will have left us some presents. We’ll also have Christmas dinner
together. All children are able to have a school Christmas dinner, which will need to be ordered in advance. You can do this by completing the
attached form and returning to school by Wednesday, 1st December. Children who already have a school dinner do not need to return an order
form.
We’ll have a ‘New Year’s Eve’ party on the afternoon of Thursday 16th December. We are again asking for a £1 donation per child to cover party
food costs. This means that you do not need to bring anything for the party.
Our week comes to an end on Friday 17th December when the children can bring in their toys to play with on ‘New Year’s Day’.

Christmas Concerts
I wanted to remind you of our concert arrangements this year, due to the changes that we have made to what we would normally do.
This year, we have decided to do things slightly differently so that there won’t be a large number of people in the hall for 2 hours. Each Key
Stage 2 class this year will do their own production and will perform this on separate days. The following table shows which class will perform
on each day:
Day

Year group

Tuesday 7th December

3

th

Wednesday 8 December

4

Thursday 9th December

5

th

6

Friday 10 December

Each performance will begin at 9:15am and will last for approximately 40 minutes.
Each child in the class will be allocated 4 places for people to come and watch them. There will be no need to purchase tickets this year, but we
will be holding a raffle each day to raise much needed funds for our school. I would be most grateful if you complete the attached form to
indicate how many people will be attending your child’s performance, so that we have an idea of numbers on each day.
Singing Stars will sing at the beginning of each performance and parents of children in Years 1 or 2 will be allowed to come on any of the 4 days
and stand at the back and watch their child perform. Once Singing Stars have performed, parents will be able to leave (you do not need to
complete the attached form if you are watching Singing Stars).
All of these plans are of course still dependent on any restrictions that come in to place, but I will keep you updated of any changes.
I hope that you understand the reasons for our changes this year and that we want to keep people as safe as possible.
Concert titles are:Year 3 – The Nativity
Year 4 – Countdown to Christmas
Year 5 – Reindeer Rebellion
Year 6 - Scrooge at School

Thank you for your continued support.
Wishing you all a happy, peaceful and safe Christmas
Yours sincerely
D. Farmer

Mrs. D. Farmer
Principal

Christmas Calendar Order
Child’s Name ………………………………………………………………………………………………

Class ……………………..

I would like to order:

calendar(s) - @ £3.50 each.

Please state quantity

£

total amount ENCLOSED (cash ONLY)

Please return to school in a sealed, clearly labelled envelope.

Christmas Dinner Order
(Please return no later than Wednesday, 1st December)
Child’s Name ………………………………………………………………………………………………

Class ……………………..

Child’s Name ………………………………………………………………………………………………

Class ……………………..

Child’s Name ………………………………………………………………………………………………

Class ……………………..

I would like to order a Christmas dinner for my child(ren) on Wednesday, 15th December 2021.

I CONFIRM I HAVE MADE PAYMENT ON SCOPAY

PLEASE DO NOT COMPLETE THIS ORDER IF YOUR CHILD IS ALREADY HAVING SCHOOL DINNERS

KS2 Christmas Concert Request
Child’s Name ……………………………………………
I would like to reserve

seats for this performance

Child’s Name ……………………………………………
I would like to reserve

Class …………………….. Performance Date: ……………………...

seats for this performance

Child’s Name ……………………………………………
I would like to reserve

Class …………………….. Performance Date: ……………………...

Class …………………….. Performance Date: ……………………...

seats for this performance

(Please return no later than Friday, 3rd December)
NO PAYMENT REQUIRED. CONFIRMATION OF BOOKING FROM SCHOOL NOT NEEDED.
4 PLACES AVAILABLE PER CHILD, PER PERFORMANCE.

