St George & St Martin Catholic
Academy

A belated Happy New Year to you all and what a start to the year
it has been! As you know, our Covid case numbers have been
quite high following the Christmas break and we have had a
number of cases in each class. Thank you so much for continuing
to test the children daily when they have been a close contact
and for testing when children are feeling under the weather, it
does mean that we can protect our most vulnerable staff and try
and reduce transmission.

Safeguarding
Please ensure you are keeping all of our children safe by
parking appropriately, and not stopping in front of the school to
drop children off. Children should not be dropped off outside
the school gates, as there are zig-zag lines or double yellow
lines. Parents should either be parking and letting their older
child walk in (Year 5 or Year 6), or parking and walking their
child in.

At the moment, we are continuing to have lunches in classes and
meet remotely for assemblies. We are monitoring the numbers
I’d also like to remind parents about their conduct on school
closely and once numbers are reduced, we will be able to return
premises and in the surrounding streets. Please ensure you are
to ‘normal’. I will of course keep you updated with this.
using language that is appropriate for our children to hear,
which includes not swearing around the
children, and treating others with the
Second hand uniform
respect that you would expect from
Thank you for the recent donations of uniform, it has been others.
greatly appreciated. We now have no more space to store more
uniform, so we will be unable to take any more uniform at the If you have any safeguarding concerns,
moment.
please speak to Mrs Farmer as the
Designated Safeguarding Lead or Mrs
We are currently working on a website to sell on second hand
Hollins as the Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead.
uniform, something which is a government initiative, where all
schools must have the ability to sell second hand uniform.
Uniform
We will continue to give used uniform to those children in need,
Our children look very smart in their uniform, but there are a
so please do not hesitate to contact school.
small number of children who do not have the correct uniform.
Please ensure your child is wearing the correct uniform at all
Staffing Update
times.
With the high case numbers, Mrs Dean will be working from
As a reminder:
home until she begins her maternity leave at half term. Mrs
Griffiths will be in Reception full-time whilst Mrs Dean is on 
Trousers should be grey, not black
maternity leave. Mrs Ladeira will be in Year 1 full-time whilst

Girls should wear either white socks or grey tights
Mrs Dean is on maternity leave.

Boys should wear grey socks
Mrs Griffiths will also be taking on the role of Acting Assistant 
Ear-rings should be small, plain studs
Principal, supporting myself and Mrs Hollins. She will be

Girls should wear shoes and not boots. If they wear
responsible for SEN, Key Stage 1 and Early Years.
boots to come to school, they must bring black shoes to
change in to
Safer Internet Day – Tuesday 8th February

Girls’ shoes should have a fastening – either laces,
th
buckles, or Velcro
Safer Internet Day takes place on Tuesday 8 February. As many
children are using the Internet every day, it is important that 
Long hair should be tied up
they know how to be safe online. During the week, we will be 
PE kit should be unbranded (with exception of trainers)
reminding the children how to be safe on the Internet. Please
also talk to your child at home and
look at your parental controls and
privacy settings. You can find lots
of information on Thinkuknow home and Online safety | NSPCC

Wednesday 2nd February
Year 4 visit Potteries Museum and Art Gallery
3:30 – 4:30 Year 5 and 6 basketball tournament at St Margaret Ward – letters sent separately
Friday 4th February
9:15am Year 4 class assembly – this will be via Teams. Some of the Year 4 children will lead a collective worship for
the school. Year 4 parents are welcome to join via Teams and then be part of the Celebration assembly.
Monday 7th February – Friday 11th February
Year 6 visit Stanley Head
Tuesday 8th February
Safer Internet Day
Friday 11th February
9:15am Reception class assembly - this will be via Teams. Some of the Reception children will lead a collective
worship for the school. Reception parents are welcome to join via Teams and then be part of the Celebration
assembly.
Thursday 17th February
Nursery visit Twycross Zoo
Friday 18th February
Treat day – please send a small treat for your child to eat at break time
9:15am Year 6 class assembly – 2 places allocated per child (restrictions dependant)
3:15pm School closes for half term
Monday 28th February
9am School opens
Y4 and 5 Bikeability Level 1
Tuesday 1st March
Y6 Bikeability Level 2
Wednesday 2nd March
Ash Wednesday
9:15am Whole school Mass – all welcome
6pm Communion meeting for Y3 children and their parents
Thursday 3rd March
3:30pm Cross country at Hillside – letters will be sent separately
Monday 7th March
7pm Stoke Gotta Sing – Singing Stars will be singing. Tickets can be purchased from Mitchell Memorial Theatre
Tuesday 8th March
7pm Dance Extravaganza – KS2 dance club will be performing
Wednesday 9th March
5 – 7:30pm Parents’ Evening
Thursday 10th March
3:30 – 5:30pm Parents’ Evening
Friday 11th March
9:15am Year 5 class assembly – 2 places allocated per child
Monday 14th March – Friday 18th March
Science Week
Wednesday 16th March
1 – 3:30 Reconciliation for Y3 children and parents
Thursday 17th March
9:15am Whole school Mass – all welcome
10:30 – 12 Confessions for Y4 – 6
3 – 5pm Reconciliation for Y3 children and parents
Friday 18th March
9:15am Year 2 class assembly – 2 places allocated per child
Sunday 20th March
9:30am Family Mass for children and parents in Y3 and Y6 receiving the Sacraments
Monday 21st March
Mother’s Day shop
Tuesday 22nd March
Mother’s Day shop
Friday 25th March
2:15pm Mother’s Day Service led by Nursery and Reception

Monday 28th March
Last week of clubs
Wednesday 30th March
12pm Recorder Festival for Y3 and Recorder Club
3:30pm Cross country at Haywood – letters to be sent separately
Thursday 31st March
Reception visit Wonderland
9:15am Whole school Mass – all welcome
10:30 – 12 Confessions for Y4 – 6
Friday 1st April
9:15am Year 1 class assembly – 2 places allocated per child
Sunday 3rd April
Family Mass for children and parents in Y3 and 6 receiving the Sacraments
Wednesday 6th April
9:15am Whole school Mass – Journey of the Cross – all welcome
Friday 8th April
Treat day – please send a small treat for your child to eat at break time
2:15pm Easter bonnet parade for Nursery children

Phonics Bug
We have invested in a new and exciting phonics scheme
called ‘Bug Club’. This is a validated phonics programme,
which is delivered daily in a fun and interactive way by the
class teacher during the children’s phonics sessions. We
have recently launched our new online reading books,
which will give your child the opportunity to continue
practising the sounds that they have been taught in school.
If your child is in Nursery to Year 2, they will have come
home with their own log in details, which will enable them
to access the reading books and interactive games. You can
access the online reading books by visiting:
www.activelearnprimary.co.uk

Reading is a vital skill and regular reading at home is essential when supporting children in their early stages of
reading.

Prayer of the Month
The prayer we will be focusing on this
month is
The Act of Contrition.

O my God,
Because You are so good,
I am very sorry that I have sinned
against You,
And by the help of your Grace I will
not sin again.

“The more you read, the more things
you know. The more that you learn, the
more places you’ll go.”-Dr Suess.

Amen

Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely
D. Farmer

February

Mrs. Farmer
Principal

